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(Four generations of the Weinberg-Meyer family 1813-1942)
(translation – early draft one)
Dietmar Scholz
One of the first measures of the Prussians concerning the administration of Jews after the creation of the new province of Westphalia in the year 1815 was a precise recording of the Jews who dwelt in each place, the creation of a "family register". 
For Castrop, there is such a record, dated March 11, 1818, noting 51 Jews, including children and Jewish servants. Among them was a family of two brothers, Gerson Joel (4 people) And Gerson Michel (3 people). 
The paper was signed by the then "Cammerarius" Neubauer.   Today he would be described as an adjudicator, also a Deputy of Mayor Adolph Biggeleben. 
On the family leaders of the two families, Gerson Joel and Gerson Michel, Neubauer at the time pointed out that they had not previously had any protected status, but had served as "servants" in Castrop, since the beginning of the century as French time established. 
From which region or from which place Gerson Joel and Gerson Michel originally came to Castrop is uncertain. However, a newspaper report from the year 1928 mentions the area around Soest as the region of origin.
In a different survey, the years between 1812 and 1815 are stated as when the two families moved to Castrop. However, the team commanders of the Landsturm-company of Castrop, which was subordinate to the mayor of Adolph Biggeleben after the French troops had retreated as commanders from 1813, already listed the names of both brothers; Gerson Michel and Gerson Joel as belonging to the 1st Landsturm-Company under the Captain Karl Greve.
A son of Gerson Weinberg was called Abraham Gerson, he was born in 1818 and died in July 1888; His tomb is still found today at the formerly open Jewish cemetery in Castrop. According to the Castrop population list from 1849, Abraham Gerson was 32 years old in the year of payment; As a profession 1849, "merchant and plasterer" is given for him; In later newspaper reports it is claimed that the house of his parents had existed since 1831. His wife Minka née Steinmetz died in Berlin in 1890.
  Levy Gerson was born in 1826; Levy Gerson (as L. G. Weinberg) was still in 1890 in electoral lists of the Castrop synagogue community.
Both families had assumed the firm family name Weinberg in 1847. Abraham Gerson called himself A.G. Weinberg, and Levy Gerson contributed from 1847 to the name L. G. Weinberg. 
Karl Hartung has found that Gerson Joel Weinberg - and his son Levy Gerson Weinberg - owned the property, which was later known as Wittener Strasse 15, as property owned by Abraham Gerson Weinberg with his family Wittener Strasse 3. From 1910 Karl Weinberg was the owner of this house, which was then sold in 1922.
Levy Gerson Weinberg is still assigned the occupational designation »butcher« in 1849; After which he became a merchant of textiles, it cannot be ascertained; It is possible that he entered the business of his brother, Abraham Gerson Weinberg, who in 1849 was described as a "merchant and plasterer," or worked together with him to start a new business. At the end of the nineteenth century the year 1831 was mentioned as the foundation date of the company Weinberg.
L (evy) G (erson) Weinberg had two younger sisters, one living as a married Meyer in Bochum; Where her son Julius Meyer was born in 1865, who took over the textile business L. G. Weinberg in Castrop on 1 November 1888. Apparently, he had before him a merchant-training with his uncle L. G. Weinberg. Julius Meyer was a nephew of the previous owner (L.G.W.) in a report from the "Stadtanzeiger fiir Castrop-Rauxel" (1928), during his 40-year business anniversary in Castrop.
Weinberg) and a grandson of the business owner (G. J. Weinberg). The reason why no other family members of the two large families of Weinbergs were entitled to and interest in the acquisition of business cannot be ascertained; The family conditions of the then large families as well as absences due to death or locality can hardly be reconstructed, just as the exact division of the property during the lifetime of the owner or from an existing hereditary estate.
For the contemporary Castrop person, the textile store on the north side of the Altstadtmarkt (name: Wittener Strasse 9, today: Am Markt 5) to the department store "Meyer-Weinberg"
Julius Meyer, born in Bochum on 22 February 1865, was married to Anna, born Hirschfeld (born 20 July 1874). The married couple had four children: Edith (born 21.01.1897), Hildegard (born 18.10.1898), Erich (born 21.04.1901) and Hans Arnold (born 14.08.1907). Julius Meyer [led the textile business at the Altstadtmarkt over half a century, from November 1888 to the end of 1938.

In the year 1898 the old house Wittener Strasse 9, in which the company Meyer-Weinberg at the Altstadtmarkt was based, was damaged by a fire, but afterwards rebuilt. In the years
In 1914/16, a new building was erected in its place, which still stands today and is under monument protection. The house was still owned by August Berkenbusch until 1922, when it was bought by Julius Meyer. As early as 1902, Julius Meyer had also acquired a house on the Wittenerstrasse, No. 17, from the previous owner Wilhelm Hunebeck.
Before the takeover of the rule by the National Socialists, Julius Meyer, of course, belonged to the elite of Castrop. In addition to his business as a merchant, he was a member of the Supervisory Board of the Castroper Gewerbebank, a trustworthy man of Castroper Merchants at the insurance chamber of the Versicherungsamt, a member of the Volunteer  fire brigade, a member of the board of directors of the volunteer sanitary column of the Red Cross and a member of the board of directors of the association For home care. He was a candidate for the German Democratic Party in municipal elections; Liberalism was his political homeland.
From 1910 to 1939, he was on the board of the Castroper synagogue community or chairman of the synagogue board. The »Israelitische Familienblatt«, which was distributed all over Germany with regional editions, still pointed out on July 7, 1935, in an article on the 70th birthday of Julius Meyer and on his 25th anniversary as the head of the synagogue community.
Edith and Hildegard Meyer visited the town's high school in Castrop at the end of 1911 and 1912; Erich Meyer and Hans A. Meyer were members of Castroper Sportunion; Erich Meyer played for a time in the first football team Castrop 02.
One of Julius Meyer's concerns was, among other things, the preservation of the Jewish private school in Castrop, which had come into financial difficulties because of the decline in tax revenue caused by the economic crisis since 1929; In 1933, the city council of Castrop-Rauxel decided to remove voluntary financial aid for the preservation of the Jewish school, probably because of the economic crisis.
During the Nazi regime the Julius Meyer family was soon under considerable pressure. In the course of the so-called Kristallnacht, they were awakened by a great deal of noise on the street in front of Wittener Strasse 9, “in the street of the house of Wittenerstrasse 9, before the compensation chamber of the Dortmunder Landgericht. Looking out, we noticed a large crowd gathering on the street and found that the windows of the shop windows had been smashed in the shop Meyer and that it burned down as well. We then went downstairs and stayed on the street for about two hours. Even before we could get down, a number of men with black-masked faces came in civilian clothes (sic!) To our floor and knocked us around. After we had identified ourselves as an Aryan, they asked for the Jews' dormitory, then knocked violently at Meyer's house, and, when they were not opened, pushed the apartment blocks. After we went down, I did not see the men anymore. But I came to the apartment Meyer the next morning, and I found there that in the. Apartment was made powerful ... An SS man was also present with the people who came into the house during Kristallnacht.
Julius Meyer and his then 37-year-old son Erich Meyer were both beaten up by the invaders during the Pogrom Night, and they had to be treated severely for serious injuries in the St. Rochus Hospital.
Julius Meyer was still forced to sell the land, On which the burned-down synagogue had stood, to enter into negotiations with the administration of the town of Castrop-Rauxel. The conclusion of the purchase agreement was probably scheduled for mid-March 1939. Shortly before the date of signing the contract Julius Meyer went to the Netherlands with his wife Anna to Apeldoorn; The card for Julius and Anna Meyer, under the heading of "Change of residence," contains the short entry: "13.3: 39 n. Apeldorn Holland." The signing of the agreement on the sale of the synagogue Gruhdstiicks took the place of the teacher and preacher Abraham Jaffe, who then emigrated to Great Britain in May 1939
It was true that after their exhortation, which was under pressure and compulsion, Jewish immigrants were still proprietors of their real estate, property, and other objects of property and valuables, acquired in the German Empire; But they were no longer able to do so. With the eleventh ordinance of the Reichsbiirgergesetz of 25 November 1941, any Jew who had left the German Reich, even if this was followed by forced deportation, lost German nationality; Afterwards, his property reverted to the German Reich. The abandonment of the empire, though the emigration was wished for, and the deportation was enforced, was regarded in a perversion of every logic as a sort of vestige of loyalty to the Reich and the people.
The present house WittenerstraGe 9, in which the textile business Meyer / Weinberg, took place within the framework of the 1938/39 "Aryanization" did not find any "Aryan" buyer; It went in June
1942 in the possession of the German Reich, represented by the Berlin-Brandenburg High Representative. 
Until the deportation in January / February 1942, Erich Meyer and his family as well as Betty Lowenwarter, Fritz, Emmy and Ilse Lowenwarter and Joseph and Berta Heymann lived. The six last mentioned persons were quartered out of their apartments, and the house of Witnerstralse was thus temporarily a kind of "Jewish house." From Februar / March 1942 only the house of the Marx family on the Bladenhorster Stralie 34/36 served as a "house" until the summer of 1942.

The town of Castrop-Rauxel apparently has rooms from 1942 onwards. The house on Wittenerstrasse 9, the owner of the house from May 1942 became the German Reich.  It was used as a warehouse and archive, perhaps still until 1950. In September / October 1950, the reconciliation of the house to the heirs of Julius Meyer (Edith Weinberg, Hildemeyer and Hans Arnoldmeyer) took place in the context of the decision of the Reparation Office for the District Court of Dortmund. This sold the house to the »Kaufhaus am Markt« -GmbH in 1957
In 1934 he was married to Julius Meyer, Dr. Moritz Weinberg, who was married to Edith, his oldest daughter, and had two sons (Erich Weinberg, born June 25, 1921, and Fritz Weinberg, born June 19, 1929) from North / Friesland to Castrop -Rauxel into the Witterstralse 9, because according to Moritz Weinberg- in the north the antisemitic pressure had already become very noticeable. Dr. Moritz Weinberg had a dental practice in Herne at short notice.

After the marriage of the oldest son Erich Meyer with Johan Née Wittgenstein and the birth of her son Jonathan in the year, in 1940 the "large family" Meyer / Weinberg consisted of eleven persons,

5 of them have been victims of the persecution by the National Socialists, 6 persons were able to emigrate some to Johannesburg / Siidafrika and others to Oakland, California. When Hans Arnold Meyer first emigrated to South Africa in 1936, in the same year, the 15-year-old son of Dr. Moritz Weinberg; Erich Weinberg, to Berlin. In 1937 Dr. Moritz Weinberg moved with his wife and son Fritz to Hamburg.
Hildegard Meyer emigrated to the Netherlands (Apeldoom) in December 1938, and later came to England then the United States, after which she lived in California.     Remaining in Wittenerstrasse 9 were only Erich Meyer with his wife and son Jonathan.  
Dr. Moritz Weinberg succeeded in escaping from the Soviet Union to Shanghai with his wife and son from Hamburg in 1941. In 1947, relatives took him to California USA.

Julius Weinberg and his wife, Anna, seem to be transported by the Gestapo by German troops and transported to the east by the Germans. His son, Erich Meyer, lived with his family until 1942 in the house of Wittenerstrasse 9, which at the end also served as a shelter for Jews, and after 1939 was obliged to work (first in the civil engineering, then in the chemical works Viktor in Ickern) , Was deported with his wife Johanna and two-year-old Jonathan at the beginning of 1942. The last note on his card is: "23. I. / 3. II. 42 n. deported to the East .
Hildegard Meyer wrote on 08.08.1947 from Cricklewood / London
To a friend from Castrop-Rauxel: "My brother has been starving fourteen days after his transport to Riga. My brother-in-law was in a different camp with the child and her mother, and had to do the hardest work. "In the summer of 1943, when she returned home from work, the mother and baby were sent to Auschwitz with a transport to Auschwitz In November 43, she also went to work, and she was gassed, and my parents were murdered in the winter of 43. I have learned all this through an ad in an American newspaper of victims


On the memorial plaque on the Leonhardstrasse. 
In 1948 it only mentioned the names of Erich, Johanna and Jonathan Meyer. In january 2006 after a restoration of the memorial plaque, Julius Meyer and Anna Meyer are now also mentioned as victim of Nazi socialist rule.

In the memorandum of the Federal Archives, the names of Julius Meyer (as dead, Auschwitz), Erich Meyer (lost / east), Johanna Meyer (lost / east) and Jonathan Meyer (collapsed / East) are listed.19 According to Dr Moritz Weinberg was also deported together with her husband Juillius Meyer in 1943. Both of them, according to the bitter words of Dr. Moritz Weinberg, "dragged from the Nazi beasts to the east.
In 1999 a son of Hans Arnold Meyer, Eric Meyer, living in South Africa, was visiting Castrop-Rauxel; He probably bears his first name as a reminder of his uncle. He has only learned during this visit that he had once had a little cousin, Joonathan Meyer, and how the two-year-old Jonathan was killed.
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